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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 26 and 1 00-1 1 6 are pending. Claim 26 had been amended and claims 
100-1 16 are new claims in this communication filed 09/15/05 entered as Response to 
Non-Final Office Action and Request for Extension of Time. 

2. The 35 USC 112 second paragraph rejection of claim 26 has been overcome by 
Applicants' amendment to claim 26 and is herein withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 26, 100-106, 115, and 116 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over (US 5,758,328) Giovannoli in view of (US 6,041 ,310) Green et al, 
hereafter Green. 

With respect to claim 26, 115, and 116, Giovannoli teaches, a purchase request 
management system, comprising: A system database comprising a plurality of purchase 
requests received from potential buyers (col. 5, line 40-col. 6, line 14); a buyer- 
dealer association module configured exclusively to assign a purchase request received 
from a potential buyer to one or more dealers that each have a predefined sales region 
with which the purchase request is associated (col. 2, lines 52-col. 3, line 21, col. 7, 
lines 3-34, fig. 1 , and fig. 2A). 
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Giovannoli failed to teach, a dealer access module configured to permit each 
dealer to access the system database over a computer network using a remote terminal 
and to view and manage only those purchase requests assigned to the dealer. Green 
teaches, a dealer access module configured to permit each dealer to access the system 
database over a computer network using a remote terminal and to view and manage 
only those purchase requests assigned to the dealer (col. 3, lines 34-col. 4, line 10). It 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have a dealer access module configured to permit each dealer to access 
the system database over a computer network using a remote terminal and to view and 
manage only those purchase requests assigned to the dealer. Green teaches, a dealer 
access module configured to permit each dealer to access the system database over a 
computer network using a remote terminal and to view and manage only those 
purchase requests assigned to the dealer and to modify in Giovannoli because such a 
modification would allow Giovannoli to display a selected inventory of vehicles from the 
system database over the network. 

With respect to claim 1 1 5, Green teaches, a buyer-dealer association module 
configured to exclusively assign each purchase request received from a potential buyer 
of a product or service to one or more dealers of the product or service that belong to a 
predefined subgroup of dealers that sell the product or service (col. 8, line 49-col. 9, line 
30). 

With respect to claim 116, Green teaches, a buyer-dealer association module 
configured to exclusively direct each purchase request received from a potential buyer 
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to one or more dealers that each have a predefined sales region with which the 
purchase request is associated (col. 10, line 50 -col. 11, line 36). 

With respect to claim 100, Giovannoli teaches, The purchase request 
management system of Claim 26, wherein the dealer access module permits each 
dealer to enter information about at least one of the purchase requests and the entered 
information is stored in the system database (col. 4, lines 4-52). 

With respect to claim 101 , Giovannoli teaches, The purchase request 
management system of Claim 100, wherein the dealer access module permits each 
dealer to assign at least one task related to at least one purchase request to a user 
associated with the dealer (col. 4, lines 53-63). 

With respect to claim 102, Giovannoli teaches, The purchase request 
management information about assigned tasks is stored in the system database (col. 6, 
56-63 and fig. 4). 

With respect to claim 103, Giovannoli teaches, The purchase request 
management system of Claim 100, wherein the dealer access module permits each 
dealer to enter a status related to at least one purchase request (col. 5, line 52-col. 6, 
line 14). 

With respect to claim 104, Giovannoli teaches, The purchase request 
management system of Claim 103, wherein information about purchase request status 
is stored in the system database (col. 5, lines 12-54). 

With respect to claim 105, Giovannoli failed to teach, The purchase request 
management system of Claim 26, wherein the system database further comprises a 
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plurality of product records, each product record corresponding to at least one product 
sold by at least one of the dealers and comprising at least a product type and an 
estimated product price. Green teaches, wherein the system database further 
comprises a plurality of product records, each product record corresponding to at least 
one product sold by at least one of the dealers and comprising at least a product type 
and an estimated product price (col. 5, lines 27-48, col. 10, line 61 -col. 11, line 45, and 
figure 12A). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have the system database further comprise a plurality of 
product records, each product record corresponding to at least one product sold by at 
least one of the dealers and comprising at least a product type and an estimated 
product price and to modify in Giovannoli because such a modification would allow 
Giovannoli to have a collection of data stored on a computer storage medium that can 
be used for more than one purpose. For example, the dealers will be able to use the 
data to determine their inventory and profit margin. 

With respect to claim 106, Giovannoli failed to teach, The purchase request 
management system of Claim 105, wherein the system database is configured to be 
accessible over a computer network to at least one potential buyer using a remote 
terminal and to provide product information to the potential buyer. Green teaches, 
wherein the system database is configured to be accessible over a computer network to 
at least one potential buyer using a remote terminal and to provide product information 
to the potential buyer (col. 5, lines 63-65 -network, col. 6, lines 13-15- Laptop (can be 
remote) and col. 12, lines 1-18). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill 
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in the art at the time the invention was made to have the system database is configured 
to be accessible over a computer network to at least one potential buyer using a remote 
terminal and to provide product information to the potential buyer and to modify in 
Giovannoli because such a modification would allow Giovannoli to have product 
information available to a buyer in order to match the buyer's specifications to the 
merchandise in the database. 

5. Claims 107-114 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
(US 5,758,328) Giovannoli and (US 6,041,310) Green et al, hereafter Green and in view 
of (US 5,940,807) Purcell. 

With respect to claim 107, Giovannoli and Green failed to teach, The purchase 
request management system of Claim 26, wherein each predefined sales region 
comprises a geographic region and each purchase request is associated with at least 
one of the predefined sales regions based on at least one geographic designation 
associated with the purchase request. Purcell teaches, wherein each predefined sales 
region comprises a geographic region and each purchase request is associated with at 
least one of the predefined sales regions based on at least one geographic designation 
associated with the purchase request (col. 10, line 57-col. 1 1 , line 8). It would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to have each predefined sales region comprise a geographic region and each purchase 
request is associated with at least one of the predefined sales regions based on at least 
one geographic designation associated with the purchase request and to modify in 
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Giovannoli because such a modification would allow Giovannoli to have an information 
management system that operates in a database format in which information pertains to 
a particular product of service item and is maintained as one of a plurality of records of 
the database. 

With respect to claim 108, Giovannoli and Green failed to teach, The purchase 
request management system of Claim 107, wherein the buyer-dealer association 
module is configured to assign each purchase request to only one dealer. Purcell 
teaches, wherein the buyer-dealer association module is configured to assign each 
purchase request to only one dealer (col. 3, lines 50-57 and col. 4, lines 51-64). It 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have the buyer-dealer association module is configured to assign each 
purchase request to only one dealer and to modify in Giovannoli because such a 
modification would allow Giovannoli to have the seller's inventory information analyzed 
and assimilated into a buyers listing of products and services available through the 
information management system to potential buyers. 

With respect to claim 109, Giovannoli failed to teach, The purchase request 
management system of Claim 108, wherein the geographic designation associated with 
the purchase request is derived from contact information of the potential buyer to whom 
the purchase request corresponds. Green teaches, wherein the geographic designation 
associated with the purchase request is derived from contact information of the potential 
buyer to whom the purchase request corresponds (col. 2, lines 27-53). It would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
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to have the geographic designation associated with the purchase request is derived 
from contact information of the potential buyer to whom the purchase request 
corresponds and to modify in Giovannoli because such a modification would allow 
Giovannoli to capture information about a customer that can later be reused for a variety 
of purposes. 

With respect to claim 110, Giovannoli failed to teach, The purchase request 
management system of Claim 109, wherein the geographic designation associated with 
the purchase request is derived from the potential buyer's zip code. Green teaches, 
wherein the geographic designation associated with the purchase request is derived 
from the potential buyer's zip code (col. 6, lines 5-8). It would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have the 
geographic designation associated with the purchase request is derived from the 
potential buyer's zip code and to modify in Giovannoli because such a modification 
would allow Giovannoli to have customer data that is created and saved that contains 
the customer's address (an address contains a zipcode) which is basic information for 
any geographic designation. 

With respect to claim 111, Giovannoli and Green failed to teach, the purchase 
request management system of Claim 26, wherein the system database further 
comprises a plurality of exclusive database regions, each exclusive database region 
being reserved for a single dealer and being configured to store only those purchase 
requests assigned to the single dealer. Purcell teaches, the purchase request 
management system of Claim 26, wherein the system database further comprises a 
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plurality of exclusive database regions, each exclusive database region being reserved 
for a single dealer and being configured to store only those purchase requests assigned 
to the single dealer (col. 4, lines 51-64). It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have the purchase request 
management system of Claim 26, wherein the system database further comprises a 
plurality of exclusive database regions, each exclusive database region being reserved 
for a single dealer and being configured to store only those purchase requests assigned 
to the single dealer and to modify in Giovannoli because such a modification would 
allow Giovannoli to have an information management system that operates in a 
database format in which information pertains to a particular product of service item and 
is maintained as one of a plurality of records of the database. 

With respect to claim 112, Giovannoli and Green failed to teach, The purchase 
request management system of Claim 111, wherein the buyer-dealer association 
module is configured to assign each purchase request to one or more dealers by storing 
a copy of the purchase request in the exclusive database region of each assigned 
dealer. Purcell teaches, the purchase request management system of Claim 111, 
wherein the buyer-dealer association module is configured to assign each purchase 
request to one or more dealers by storing a copy of the purchase request in the 
exclusive database region of each assigned dealer (col. 3, lines 50-57). It would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to have the buyer-dealer association module configured to assign each purchase 
request to one or more dealers by storing a copy of the purchase request in the 
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exclusive database region of each assigned dealer and to modify in Giovannoli because 
such a modification would allow Giovannoli to have an information management system 
with the information management system as a computer having information processing 
and storage capabilities. 

With respect to claim 113, Giovannoli and Green failed to teach, The purchase 
request management system of Claim 112, wherein the dealer access module is 
configured to permit each dealer to access a purchase request substantially 
immediately upon a copy of the purchase request being stored in the dealer's exclusive 
database region. Purcell teaches, wherein the dealer access module is configured to 
permit each dealer to access a purchase request substantially immediately upon a copy 
of the purchase request being stored in the dealer's exclusive database region (col. 9, 
lines 36-65). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have the dealer access module configured to permit 
each dealer to access a purchase request substantially immediately upon a copy of the 
purchase request being stored in the dealer's exclusive database region and to modify 
in Giovannoli because such a modification would allow Giovannoli to have records with 
the specifics of an item with drop- down menus which are common in databases 

With respect to claim 114, Giovannoli and Green failed to teach, The purchase 
request management system dealer access module permits each dealer to access only 
those purchase requests assigned to the dealer by permitting the dealer to access only 
the exclusive database region reserved for the dealer. Purcell teaches, the purchase 
request management system dealer access module permits each dealer to access only 
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those purchase requests assigned to the dealer by permitting the dealer to access only 
the exclusive database region reserved for the dealer (col. 8, line 66-col. 9, line 22). It 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have the purchase request management system dealer access module 
permit each dealer to access only those purchase requests assigned to the dealer by 
permitting the dealer to access only the exclusive database region reserved for the 
dealer and to modify in Giovannoli because such a modification would allow Giovannoli 
to have only allow those entities who are approved dealers to have access to an 
exclusive database within their website (region). 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Shell (US 6,134,533) disclosed purchase requests, a customer and a product. 
Krishman et al (US 6,073,124) disclosed an online purchasing application. 
Shoquist et al (US 5,361,199) disclosed a procurement system with request 
handlers, a request manager, and a request queue. 

Inquiries 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ella Colbert whose telephone number is 571-272-6741. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday-Thursday, 6:30AM-4:00PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vincent Millin can be reached on 571-272-6747. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




E. Colbert 
Primary Examiner 
November 26,2005 



